
JUST THE FACTS
90 MILLION
TV VIEWERS: Those likely
to tune in for the Super
Bowl in Glendale, Arizona.

$2.7 MILLION
COST OF 30-SECOND AD:
FOX’s estimated total take on
game-time ads – $170 million

$4,000
AVERAGE TICKET ON
STUBHUB.COM:
Ticket face value –
$700-$900

R&B PREGAME
ALICIA KEYS: Grammy Award-winning
recording artist kicks things off.

ROCKIN’ HALFTIME
TOM PETTY & THE HEARTBREAKERS:
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame band is set
to perform a 12-minute set.

ACT SOON FOR DELIVERY:
Many restaurants, including
LaRosa’s and Domino’s Pizza,
offer timed delivery. The smart
move is to call in your order
this morning and request that
it be delivered at a specific
time. The worst times to or-
der? The hour leading up to
kickoff and at halftime.

PERFECT SEASON
OR BUST?

AT CINCINNATI.COM: RATE THE SUPER BOWL ADS. SEARCH: COMMERCIALS

Associated Press/Matt York

IN SPORTS
m Time for talk is over: Who has
what it takes to win? C1
m Ready for halftime? Some
years you just want to forget. C2
m Can Giants pull an upset?
Here are the greatest ever. C4
m Who has the edge? Compar-
ing Giants and Patriots. C6
m Hall of Fame inductees. C7
m How super is your memory?
Take our Super Bowl quiz. C7

SUPER BOWL XLII, KICKOFF 6:17 P.M.

Will Tom Brady
(left) lead the
New England Patriots
to a perfect season?
Or can Eli Manning
and the underdog
New York Giants play
the spoilers?
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Talk swirls of a
new, low-income
Catholic school
A congregation of nuns is
propelling a project to
build a high school target-
ed at urban, underprivi-
leged students who can’t
afford Catholic tuition.
LOCAL B1

Old St. George
skirts devastation
Most of the historic
church appears to have
escaped heavy damage
from the three-alarm fire
that destroyed its twin
spires Friday night.
LOCAL B1

Help us select the
political picks
Endorsement season
opens soon for The En-
quirer Editorial Board,
and we need your help.
Let us know what issues
are most important to you.
FORUM E1

UC bowled over;
XU tops La Salle
Marquette blew past the
Bearcats 75-60. XU won its
fourth straight, riding on
the Muskies’ balanced of-
fense against La Salle.
SPORTS C1

Madrid’s museums
house city’s charm
In the European capital
that boasts a classical-
meets-flamenco soul, the
city’s greatest attraction
may be its museums. And
there is no better time to
visit them.
TRAVEL F1

Laura Bush talks
from the heart
The first lady tells how
she’s helping to fight
women’s No. 1 killer –
heart disease.
USA WEEKEND

BONUS
SUNDAY
Must reads inside
today’s Enquirer

As a record number of fore-
closures battered Hamilton
County homeowners and
neighborhoods, six people –
mostly politically connected
friends of Sheriff Simon L.
Leis Jr. – made record earn-
ings from the foreclosure cri-
sis last year.

They’re the appraisers
hired by the sheriff to deter-
mine the value of foreclosed
properties before they’re sold
at a courthouse auction. Last
year, the six appraisers each
made more than $165,000.
Two earned more than
$250,000.

Only three of them are li-
censed appraisers, but the
law doesn’t require them to
be. The lone qualification is
that there be “an inquest of
three disinterested freehold-
ers” – that is, property owners
– and residents of Hamilton
County.

Most of the appraisers also
have three other things in
common:
m They are 77 to 84 years

old.
m They are registered Re-

publican voters.
m They are consistent con-

tributors to the Republican
sheriff’s re-election cam-
paigns – usually giving $1,000

each at the sheriff’s annual
golf outing. Most years,
they’re the sheriff’s biggest
campaign contributors.

The exception is Daniel J.
Berning, 47, of Springfield
Township, a new appraiser
who took over the job last
year after his father, Glen,
died in 2005. Although a reg-
istered Republican, he has
not contributed to the Leis
campaign.

Leis defends the apprais-
ers’ work.

“Did you recognize the
number of foreclosures we
had last year?” Leis said.
“That’s why they’re making
big money.”

Foreclosures filed in Ham-
ilton County Common Pleas
Court hit 6,107 last year, ac-
cording to projections by the
Ohio Supreme Court. That’s a
jump of 50 percent from four
years ago. Payments to ap-
praisers have increased at
about the same rate.

But critics say the pay-
ments are excessive.

Foreclosures
paying off for
appraisers
Critics say sheriff’s cronies
rake in big bucks from crisis
By Gregory Korte
gkorte@enquirer.com

Appraisers’ pay
A look at appraisers’ pay and
contributions to sheriff. A11

See APPRAISERS, Page A11

Cincinnati.Com: Search previ-
ous stories. Search: foreclose

When he took over the Cincinnati
NAACP last March, Christopher
Smitherman goal was to “really ig-
nite” the branch, he said.

He’s done that – and ignited plen-
ty of controversy, too.

Now, with the national NAACP
convention headed to Cincinnati in
July, Smitherman will get a national
stage for his aggressive – some say
confrontational – style. And he plans
to use it.

“When the entire world will be

watching, while CNN and CNBC are
all watching that stage, when I deliv-
er my opening remarks to the na-
tional convention, they will know by
name who has been blocking the
doors of progress for African-Amer-
icans,” he said.

That kind of style has some back-
ers cheering – it has invigorated the
local NAACP chapter – but also has
some local leaders worried.

In a city that suffered nationally
televised racial unrest just seven
years ago, Smitherman’s efforts
to agitate grate on some leaders.
The president of the Hamilton

County Commission, Todd Por-
tune, called Smitherman “polariz-
ing” – but added that Smitherman
might be just what the local
NAACP needed.

He’s gotten plenty of criticism
from the public, as The Enquirer’s
letters page will attest, as well as
some of the targets of his protests,
including judges.

Local elected officials were gener-
ally noncommittal; even Cincinnati
mayor Mark Mallory said he has “no
opinion.”

In the past eight months Smith-
erman has injected the local

NAACP into the biggest issues in
Greater Cincinnati – The Banks,
the sales tax for a new jail, even
whether the city should install red-
light cameras.

Just last week he led dozens of
NAACP members as they pushed
Cincinnati City Council to condemn
the promotion of a controversial cop
– and council promised to act. So far
he has won most of his battles.

He called police officers
“murderers” because a black man
died in their custody.

Christopher Smitherman changes NAACP’s attitude,
creating controversy as national convention nears

A PROVOCATIVE VOICE

The Enquirer/Cara Owsley

Smitherman leads a rally in Octo-
ber to encourage voters to op-
pose the jail tax issue. Some
members of the chapter disa-
greed with the stand.

INSIDE NAACP takes more vocal stands. A10
Group planning for convention. B6 CINCINNATI.COM Smitherman discusses group’s new direction. Search: video

Do you like the NAACP’s new direction? Search: conversation

By Jessica Brown
jlbrown@enquirer.com

See SMITHERMAN, Page A10
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Gameday
Favorites For
Hungry Fans!

Gameday
Favorites For
Hungry Fans!

Come Into your Neighborhood Kroger
for a Large Selection of Party Trays To Go

With Super Tuesday on
the horizon – and a full
slate of delegates up for
grabs – candidates are mak-
ing last-minute pitches for
votes. Find out where, plus:
m A breakdown of all the

states voting Tuesday, with

delegates available and who
is favored in each party.
m Did Barack Obama

cave to nuclear power in-
dustry?
m Sen. John McCain try-

ing to build trust.
STORIES, PAGE A6

Super Tuesday looming

Candidates prepare for showdown

IN BUSINESS

GO ONLINE:

Quirky hotel
IN A&E

Tenants’ lives
bring ‘Captain’
comedy to life

COUPONS WORTH $90 INSIDE TODAY

Too much of
a good thing?
Restaurants
thriving downtown

Patron of the arts
Patricia Corbett’s

support for the
arts set example

IN TV WEEK

TONIGHT’S THE DEADLINE TO ENTER YOUR PET PHOTOS. SEARCH: GET PUBLISHED
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2139 Auburn Avenue | Cincinnati, OH 45219 | 513-585-2000 | www.thechristhospital.com

Denzel’s Story — Taft Elementary School

enzel is a young man who is definitely going places. An eighth grader at Taft

Elementary, Denzel is soft-spoken and polite, well-liked, a standout athlete — he was

even elected Student Council Vice President this year. This is a student who knows

what he wants out of life. A young man who’s lucky to get an education that will

help him get there. Because, Denzel comes from a neighborhood where opportunity

doesn’t knock all that often. But he’s going places, all right. Of that we have no doubt.

The Christ Hospital is happy to invest in students like Denzel, because we know

the more Denzels we have in the world, the better off we’ll all be. One of our programs,

the Taft Back-to-School Supply Drive, collects school supplies that help students

focus on how to use them — instead of worrying about how to afford them. In fact,

we collected two vanloads this year. Enough to last the whole year — and then some.

Denzel couldn’t be happier that The Christ Hospital was here. Just like it is and

will always be. Here. For you.
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If you are 70 years of
age or older and were
vaccinated against
pneumonia 5 or more
years ago, read this...

Senior Health Alert!

The effectiveness of a pneumonia vaccine may

decline over time. If it has been 5 years or more

since you received a vaccination against pneumonia

and you are 70 years of age or older, you may qualify

for a clinical research study of an investigational

pneumonia vaccine. Qualified participants may be

compensated up to $300 for their time and travel.

11500 Northlake Dr., Suite 320, Cincinnati, OH

www.radiantresearch.com

Call Mon-Fri for more information

1.800.949.8295

We Can’t Do It Without YOU!

“We’re not saying it happened,”
he said. “We just want to make sure
everything looks good.”

Big contributors
The rate for Hamilton County

appraisals far outpaces neighbor-
ing Ohio counties. Butler County
pays $255 per parcel ($85 per ap-
praiser), Clermont County pays
$150 per parcel ($50 per appraiser)
and Warren County pays $120 per
parcel ($40 per appraiser).

In Kentucky, two appraisers are
paid an average of $150 each for a
more comprehensive report, said
Boone County Master Commis-
sioner Larry B. Dillon.

Ohio law allows sheriffs to
choose the appraisers, and Leis
said he’s gotten no complaints
about their work in more than 20
years as sheriff.

Leis, 73, of Green Township, is
up for re-election to a four-year
term this year, and is unopposed
for the fourth consecutive election.
The job paid $97,338 last year – less
than half of what some of his ap-
praisers made.

As of Jan. 1, his campaign had a
balance of $167,381, according to
reports filed with the Hamilton
County Board of Elections.

It’s a sum he has built up with
the help of his appraisers, who
have contributed more than

“That’s crazy,” said state Rep.
Steve Driehaus, a Democrat who’s
running for Congress. He served
on a task force that examined fore-
closure laws in Ohio last year.

“I think the word ‘crony’ is often
overused, but in this case it would
be very appropriate,” he said. “And
if this is going on in Hamilton Coun-
ty, imagine in the smaller counties
– where it’s very much a casual rela-
tionship.”

Driehaus conceded that because
taxpayer money is not involved –
appraisers are paid out of court
costs by the successful bidder at
sheriff’s sale – the payments are
“less egregious.”

Still, he said he’d like to see the
law changed to allow any licensed
appraiser to compete for the work.

‘That is such a gravy job’
Sgt. Rick Snow, the deputy who

supervises the appraisers, would
not discuss their work. In re-
sponse to a public records request
by The Enquirer, the sheriff’s of-
fice said it had no contracts, résu-
més or any other documents that
would disclose the qualifications
of the appraisers – or even their
identities. Information about their
payments came from the Hamil-
ton County Clerk of Courts, which
pays the appraisers out of court
costs.

By one appraiser’s account, the
work load has grown so large that
some days, appraisers are doing 50
drive-by appraisals a day.

Cletus McDaniel, who made
$165,015 last year, said he spends
about a third of the time physical-
ly inspecting houses in the field.
The rest of the time is spent doing
research at the Hamilton County
Auditor’s Office and looking for
comparable sales through the
Cincinnati Area Board of Realtors’
Multiple Listing Service, he said.

While in the field, three ap-
praisers travel together in an un-
marked sheriff’s car, with a depu-
ty driving.

“Some neighborhoods you get
in, it’s pretty scary,” McDaniel
said.

Together, they appraise 50 prop-
erties a day, he said. In an eight-
hour day, that’s one every nine or
10 minutes – including travel time
from property to property.

Tom Fiehler, a licensed Warren
County appraiser who does not
work for the sheriff, said there’s
“no way possible” an appraiser can
visit 50 properties in a day.

Still, Fiehler said appraisals of
foreclosed properties are among
the easiest assignments an apprais-
er can get – and one that most ap-
praisers would love to get at a time
when home sales are slow.

“That is such a gravy job,” he
said. “If I could do one or two of
those a day, my golf scores would
improve considerably.”

McDaniel, a licensed appraiser,
said each property gets a thorough
appraisal.

“We go to every house. We get
out of the car. If we can, we try to go
in,” he said. Because properties in
foreclosure are still controlled by
homeowners, the appraisers need
permission to enter the property.

“It’s a lot of work, and it’s compli-
cated,” he said. Still, it’s lucrative
enough that he retired from his
business doing relocation apprais-
als in order to do foreclosure ap-
praisals full time. A former Syca-
more Township trustee, he’s now
78.

“I enjoy it. I don’t want to sit on
the couch for the rest of my life.”

Other appraisers would not talk
about their work.

“I’m not interested in talking to
you. Thanks for calling,” said P.
Lincoln Mitchell Jr., an appraiser
who made $165,431 last year, be-
fore hanging up on a reporter.

The four other current apprais-
ers did not return phone calls seek-
ing comment.

Until Friday, appraisers were
paid a percentage of whatever val-
ue they placed on a property –
meaning the higher they ap-
praised, the more they got paid.

Hamilton County Common
Pleas Court judges changed that
rule. Starting Feb. 1, appraisers get
a flat $375 per parcel. Split three
ways, that’s $125 per appraiser.

That change came at the recom-
mendation of Magistrate Michael
L. Bachman, who handles foreclo-
sure cases. He said the court was
trying to avoid any appearance that
appraisers were artificially inflating
the value of properties.

$20,000 over four years.
McDaniel contributed the most:

$4,415 over four years. The typical
contribution for an appraiser was
$1,000 for each golf outing, with ad-
ditional contributions for each
“mulligan” – or retaken shot – a
golfer takes. The annual event
takes place in late spring at Deer
Run Country Club in Miami Town-
ship.

Last year, there were 176 golf-
ers, who each gave an average of
$335.

McDaniel said he enjoys playing
golf, and no one ever told him he
was expected to contribute. The ap-
praisers usually play in their own
foursomes, he said.

The appraisers are usually the
largest individual contributors all
year, but last year was an excep-
tion. Hamilton County Commis-
sioner David Pepper, a Democrat,
gave $2,000 from his campaign
committee, and Pepper’s mother,
Frances, gave $12,500. David Pep-
per said the contributions went to
help pay for a letter from the sheriff
to Republican voters, promoting a
proposed half-cent sales tax for a
new jail and safety programs.

Leis would not comment on the
contributions from his appraisers.

“I don’t want to address it,” he
said. “It’s a matter of public re-
cord.”

Contributed to
Leis campaign Licensed

Appraiser Age Residence 2004 2005 2006 2007 Total (since 2004) appraiser?
Eugene G. Yuellig 78 Cleves $162,050 $172,298 $191,710 $251,946 $778,004 $3,360 No
Chester C. Sudbrack Jr. 77 Columbia Township $150,809 $159,248 $209,664 $254,278 $773,999 $3,585 No
P. Lincoln Mitchell Jr. 83 Hyde Park $157,346 $176,316 $206,799 $165,431 $705,892 $3,430 No
Fred Morr 84 Cleves $148,081 $162,999 $192,342 $196,874 $700,295 $3,950 Yes
Cletus McDaniel 78 Sycamore Township $158,212 $155,004 $200,027 $165,015 $678,258 $4,415 Yes
Glen J. Berning * Springfield Township $156,713 $125,337 $10,361 $690 $293,100 $520 Expired 2002
Daniel J. Berning 47 Springfield Township $199,999 $199,999 Yes
Roger E. Wachendorf * Hyde Park $128,273 $14,250 $142,523 $665 No
John H. Brueggeman 78 Blue Ash $965 $698 $1,663 $400 No
Total $934,176 $951,900 $1,139,175 $1,248,483 $4,273,734 $20,325

Skyrocketing foreclosures benefit sheriff’s appraisers
Six men appointed by Hamilton County Sheriff Simon L. Leis Jr. each made more than $165,000 last year conducting appraisals
on foreclosed properties. All but one — a new appraiser — contributed to the sheriff’s campaign committee.

Source: Hamilton County Clerk of Courts

*Glen Berning died in 2005 and Roger Wachendorf in 2006. Because appraisers don't get paid until the case is closed, there can be a lag of a year or more between
appraisal and payment.

The Enquirer

Appraisers: Big bucks, little work?
From Page A1

ANKARA, Turkey – Some 125,000 Turks, mostly
women, denounced the government on Saturday
over its plans to lift a decades-old ban on Islamic head
scarves at universities in the mainly Muslim but sec-
ular nation.

Many Turks, including the country’s influential
military establishment, see the move as a serious
threat to the country’s traditional separation of
church and state. The government has defended its
plan as a reform needed to give its citizens religious
liberty and bring Turkey in line with European Union
human rights guidelines

“We want to lift all ridiculous bans in Turkey; we
want everyone to freely walk and receive education,
either with their miniskirts or head scarves,” said
Egemen Bagis, a close aide to Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who is a devout Muslim.

The Parliament was expected to approve a series of
legal amendments next week allowing female stu-
dents to wear head scarves as long as they tie them
under the chin, leaving more of their faces exposed.

“Turkey is secular and will remain secular,” the
protesters chanted as they marched to the mausole-
um of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the revered founder of
modern Turkey. About 125,000 people visited the
mausoleum on Saturday, the military announced.

Thousands of Turks protest
lifting scarf ban at universities
The Associated Press

ELDORET, Kenya – Young
men from rival ethnic groups
hunted each other through the
streets of a western Kenyan town
Saturday, burning houses and
blocking roads.

This came just a day after the
country’s political foes agreed to
try to end weeks of violence.

Western Kenya has been at
the center of fighting that has en-
gulfed the country since an elec-
tion that foreign and local observ-
ers say was rigged. Clashes
underscore the difficulties.

President Mwai Kibaki ac-
cused his opponents of orches-
trating the violence, and Raila
Odinga, the opposition leader
who says the presidency was sto-
len from him, said Kibaki’s “ag-
gressive statements” were un-
dermining efforts to quell the
fighting.

Terrified Kenyans, mean-
while, continue to pour into
camps for the displaced.

Kenya in
battle to
end the
violence
The Associated Press
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Here for me.

2139 Auburn Avenue | Cincinnati, OH 45219 | 513-585-2000 | www.thechristhospital.com

Denzel’s Story — Taft Elementary School

D enzel is a young man who is definitely going places. An eighth grader at Taft

Elementary, Denzel is soft-spoken and polite, well-liked, a standout athlete — he was

even elected Student Council Vice President this year. This is a student who knows

what he wants out of life. A young man who’s lucky to get an education that will

help him get there. Because, Denzel comes from a neighborhood where opportunity

doesn’t knock all that often. But he’s going places, all right. Of that we have no doubt.

The Christ Hospital is happy to invest in students like Denzel, because we know

the more Denzels we have in the world, the better off we’ll all be. One of our programs,

the Taft Back-to-School Supply Drive, collects school supplies that help students

focus on how to use them — instead of worrying about how to afford them. In fact,

we collected two vanloads this year. Enough to last the whole year — and then some.

Denzel couldn’t be happier that The Christ Hospital was here. Just like it is and

will always be. Here. For you.

Denzel with Friends

November 13th, 2007
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If you are 70 years of
age or older and were
vaccinated against
pneumonia 5 or more
years ago, read this...

Senior Health Alert!

The effectiveness of a pneumonia vaccine may

decline over time. If it has been 5 years or more

since you received a vaccination against pneumonia

and you are 70 years of age or older, you may qualify

for a clinical research study of an investigational

pneumonia vaccine. Qualified participants may be

compensated up to $300 for their time and travel.

11500 Northlake Dr., Suite 320, Cincinnati, OH

www.radiantresearch.com

Call Mon-Fri for more information

1.800.949.8295

We Can’t Do It Without YOU!

“We’re not saying it happened,”
he said. “We just want to make sure
everything looks good.”

Big contributors
The rate for Hamilton County

appraisals far outpaces neighbor-
ing Ohio counties. Butler County
pays $255 per parcel ($85 per ap-
praiser), Clermont County pays
$150 per parcel ($50 per appraiser)
and Warren County pays $120 per
parcel ($40 per appraiser).

In Kentucky, two appraisers are
paid an average of $150 each for a
more comprehensive report, said
Boone County Master Commis-
sioner Larry B. Dillon.

Ohio law allows sheriffs to
choose the appraisers, and Leis
said he’s gotten no complaints
about their work in more than 20
years as sheriff.

Leis, 73, of Green Township, is
up for re-election to a four-year
term this year, and is unopposed
for the fourth consecutive election.
The job paid $97,338 last year – less
than half of what some of his ap-
praisers made.

As of Jan. 1, his campaign had a
balance of $167,381, according to
reports filed with the Hamilton
County Board of Elections.

It’s a sum he has built up with
the help of his appraisers, who
have contributed more than

“That’s crazy,” said state Rep.
Steve Driehaus, a Democrat who’s
running for Congress. He served
on a task force that examined fore-
closure laws in Ohio last year.

“I think the word ‘crony’ is often
overused, but in this case it would
be very appropriate,” he said. “And
if this is going on in Hamilton Coun-
ty, imagine in the smaller counties
– where it’s very much a casual rela-
tionship.”

Driehaus conceded that because
taxpayer money is not involved –
appraisers are paid out of court
costs by the successful bidder at
sheriff’s sale – the payments are
“less egregious.”

Still, he said he’d like to see the
law changed to allow any licensed
appraiser to compete for the work.

‘That is such a gravy job’
Sgt. Rick Snow, the deputy who

supervises the appraisers, would
not discuss their work. In re-
sponse to a public records request
by The Enquirer, the sheriff’s of-
fice said it had no contracts, résu-
més or any other documents that
would disclose the qualifications
of the appraisers – or even their
identities. Information about their
payments came from the Hamil-
ton County Clerk of Courts, which
pays the appraisers out of court
costs.

By one appraiser’s account, the
work load has grown so large that
some days, appraisers are doing 50
drive-by appraisals a day.

Cletus McDaniel, who made
$165,015 last year, said he spends
about a third of the time physical-
ly inspecting houses in the field.
The rest of the time is spent doing
research at the Hamilton County
Auditor’s Office and looking for
comparable sales through the
Cincinnati Area Board of Realtors’
Multiple Listing Service, he said.

While in the field, three ap-
praisers travel together in an un-
marked sheriff’s car, with a depu-
ty driving.

“Some neighborhoods you get
in, it’s pretty scary,” McDaniel
said.

Together, they appraise 50 prop-
erties a day, he said. In an eight-
hour day, that’s one every nine or
10 minutes – including travel time
from property to property.

Tom Fiehler, a licensed Warren
County appraiser who does not
work for the sheriff, said there’s
“no way possible” an appraiser can
visit 50 properties in a day.

Still, Fiehler said appraisals of
foreclosed properties are among
the easiest assignments an apprais-
er can get – and one that most ap-
praisers would love to get at a time
when home sales are slow.

“That is such a gravy job,” he
said. “If I could do one or two of
those a day, my golf scores would
improve considerably.”

McDaniel, a licensed appraiser,
said each property gets a thorough
appraisal.

“We go to every house. We get
out of the car. If we can, we try to go
in,” he said. Because properties in
foreclosure are still controlled by
homeowners, the appraisers need
permission to enter the property.

“It’s a lot of work, and it’s compli-
cated,” he said. Still, it’s lucrative
enough that he retired from his
business doing relocation apprais-
als in order to do foreclosure ap-
praisals full time. A former Syca-
more Township trustee, he’s now
78.

“I enjoy it. I don’t want to sit on
the couch for the rest of my life.”

Other appraisers would not talk
about their work.

“I’m not interested in talking to
you. Thanks for calling,” said P.
Lincoln Mitchell Jr., an appraiser
who made $165,431 last year, be-
fore hanging up on a reporter.

The four other current apprais-
ers did not return phone calls seek-
ing comment.

Until Friday, appraisers were
paid a percentage of whatever val-
ue they placed on a property –
meaning the higher they ap-
praised, the more they got paid.

Hamilton County Common
Pleas Court judges changed that
rule. Starting Feb. 1, appraisers get
a flat $375 per parcel. Split three
ways, that’s $125 per appraiser.

That change came at the recom-
mendation of Magistrate Michael
L. Bachman, who handles foreclo-
sure cases. He said the court was
trying to avoid any appearance that
appraisers were artificially inflating
the value of properties.

$20,000 over four years.
McDaniel contributed the most:

$4,415 over four years. The typical
contribution for an appraiser was
$1,000 for each golf outing, with ad-
ditional contributions for each
“mulligan” – or retaken shot – a
golfer takes. The annual event
takes place in late spring at Deer
Run Country Club in Miami Town-
ship.

Last year, there were 176 golf-
ers, who each gave an average of
$335.

McDaniel said he enjoys playing
golf, and no one ever told him he
was expected to contribute. The ap-
praisers usually play in their own
foursomes, he said.

The appraisers are usually the
largest individual contributors all
year, but last year was an excep-
tion. Hamilton County Commis-
sioner David Pepper, a Democrat,
gave $2,000 from his campaign
committee, and Pepper’s mother,
Frances, gave $12,500. David Pep-
per said the contributions went to
help pay for a letter from the sheriff
to Republican voters, promoting a
proposed half-cent sales tax for a
new jail and safety programs.

Leis would not comment on the
contributions from his appraisers.

“I don’t want to address it,” he
said. “It’s a matter of public re-
cord.”

Contributed to
Leis campaign Licensed

Appraiser Age Residence 2004 2005 2006 2007 Total (since 2004) appraiser?
Eugene G. Yuellig 78 Cleves $162,050 $172,298 $191,710 $251,946 $778,004 $3,360 No
Chester C. Sudbrack Jr. 77 Columbia Township $150,809 $159,248 $209,664 $254,278 $773,999 $3,585 No
P. Lincoln Mitchell Jr. 83 Hyde Park $157,346 $176,316 $206,799 $165,431 $705,892 $3,430 No
Fred Morr 84 Cleves $148,081 $162,999 $192,342 $196,874 $700,295 $3,950 Yes
Cletus McDaniel 78 Sycamore Township $158,212 $155,004 $200,027 $165,015 $678,258 $4,415 Yes
Glen J. Berning * Springfield Township $156,713 $125,337 $10,361 $690 $293,100 $520 Expired 2002
Daniel J. Berning 47 Springfield Township $199,999 $199,999 Yes
Roger E. Wachendorf * Hyde Park $128,273 $14,250 $142,523 $665 No
John H. Brueggeman 78 Blue Ash $965 $698 $1,663 $400 No
Total $934,176 $951,900 $1,139,175 $1,248,483 $4,273,734 $20,325

Skyrocketing foreclosures benefit sheriff’s appraisers
Six men appointed by Hamilton County Sheriff Simon L. Leis Jr. each made more than $165,000 last year conducting appraisals
on foreclosed properties. All but one — a new appraiser — contributed to the sheriff’s campaign committee.

Source: Hamilton County Clerk of Courts

*Glen Berning died in 2005 and Roger Wachendorf in 2006. Because appraisers don't get paid until the case is closed, there can be a lag of a year or more between
appraisal and payment.

The Enquirer
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ANKARA, Turkey – Some 125,000 Turks, mostly
women, denounced the government on Saturday
over its plans to lift a decades-old ban on Islamic head
scarves at universities in the mainly Muslim but sec-
ular nation.

Many Turks, including the country’s influential
military establishment, see the move as a serious
threat to the country’s traditional separation of
church and state. The government has defended its
plan as a reform needed to give its citizens religious
liberty and bring Turkey in line with European Union
human rights guidelines

“We want to lift all ridiculous bans in Turkey; we
want everyone to freely walk and receive education,
either with their miniskirts or head scarves,” said
Egemen Bagis, a close aide to Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who is a devout Muslim.

The Parliament was expected to approve a series of
legal amendments next week allowing female stu-
dents to wear head scarves as long as they tie them
under the chin, leaving more of their faces exposed.

“Turkey is secular and will remain secular,” the
protesters chanted as they marched to the mausole-
um of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the revered founder of
modern Turkey. About 125,000 people visited the
mausoleum on Saturday, the military announced.

Thousands of Turks protest
lifting scarf ban at universities
The Associated Press

ELDORET, Kenya – Young
men from rival ethnic groups
hunted each other through the
streets of a western Kenyan town
Saturday, burning houses and
blocking roads.

This came just a day after the
country’s political foes agreed to
try to end weeks of violence.

Western Kenya has been at
the center of fighting that has en-
gulfed the country since an elec-
tion that foreign and local observ-
ers say was rigged. Clashes
underscore the difficulties.

President Mwai Kibaki ac-
cused his opponents of orches-
trating the violence, and Raila
Odinga, the opposition leader
who says the presidency was sto-
len from him, said Kibaki’s “ag-
gressive statements” were un-
dermining efforts to quell the
fighting.

Terrified Kenyans, mean-
while, continue to pour into
camps for the displaced.

Kenya in
battle to
end the
violence
The Associated Press
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